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Address-in-RBeply, second day ... ... .7
Bill: supply, £1,053,875 T |

The President took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.
Hon. J. M. Drew iook and subseribed
ithe oath of allegiance to His Majesty
King Gearge V.

NEW MEMBER.

Hon. R. D. MeKenzie, re-elected for
the Norih-East Provinee, took and sub-
seribed the oath of allegiance and signed
the voll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Gold-
fields Water Snpply Administration.—
Jeint Report of the English Specialists
on the corrosion of steel main. 2, Gold-
fields Water Supply Administration.—
Report of the Departmental Board on
the corvosion of the 350-mile steel con-
duit. 3, Kimberley Goldtields Road
Board.-——Additional By-laws velating to
the registration of camels and the licen-
sing of eamel drivers, 4, Kimberley.

West, Road Boaxd—Commonage By-
laws, 35, Armadale-Kelmseoit District
Road Board.—-Speeial By-laws dealing

with trallie, and witly eyele and motor
trafie. 0. fdovernment Labeur Bureaw.—
Annual Report for vear ended 30th June.
1910. 7, Goldfields Water Snpply Ad-
ministration.—Amendment of By-laws.
8, West Australian Government Rail-
ways,—By-law No. 59: Liability of Com-
missioner of Railways in respeet to ship
passengers’ baggage and effeets. 9, Pub-
liec Works Department.—TLeonora-Gwa-
lia Tramway By-laws and Regulations.
10. Public Works Department —Broome-
bill Roads Board:—Special By-laws to
regulate the lights to be earried by all

vehicles. 11, Publie Works Department.
—Brunswick Road Board:—Scale of
poundage fees. 12, Public Works De-
partment.—Mourambine Road Board:—
Scale of poundage fees. 13, Public
Works Department.—Cue Road Board:
By-laws. 14, Public Works Department.
—Black Range Road Board: By-laws.
15, Publie Works Depaciment.—Murray
Road Bourd: By-laws. 16, Public Works
Department.—Moora Road Board: By-
lasws, 17, Public Works Department.—
Mt Margaret Road Board: Amendment
of By-law No. 8. 18, Wyndham Road
Board.—Special By-laws for the rvegistra-
tion of eamels and the licensing nf eamel
drivers. 19, Upper Gasecoyne Road
Bonrd.—Registration of camels and the
licensing of camel drivers. 20, Report
and Balance Sheet of the Metropolitan
Board of Water Supply and Drainage
for the Finaneial Year 1908-1909. 21.
The Explosives Aect, 1395 —Addition to
Regulations. 22, The Central Board of
Health.—By-laws. 23, The Disirict Fire
Brigades Aect, 1900.—Reégnlations. 24,
The Sharks Bay Pearl Shell Fishery
Aet, 1892.—Repzulations. 25, The Pearl
Dealers® Licensing Act, 1899.—Denham
declared a place where pearl fisheries
are carried on, 26, The Fisheries Aet,
1905.—Proclamation  closing  eertain
waters agains fishing. 27, High Sehool
By-laws—Amendmment of By-law No. 8.
28. Perth Publie Hospital—Regulations.
20, Bunbury Harbour Board.—Regula-
tions, A, Amended Port Regulations.
31, The Jetties Regulation Aect, 1878.—
Regulations and schedule of wharfage
rates, herthing dues, and handling and
haulage charges for Point Sampson and
Cosack Jetties, in conneetion with the
Roebourne Tramway. 32, The Dentists’
Aet, 1894.—Amendment of Rule 25. 33,
The Mines Regulation Act, 1906 —
Amendwments to Regulations.

COLIhﬂTTEES FOR THE BSESSION.

On motions by the Colonial Seeretary,
Sesional Committees were appointed as
follow :—

Standing Orders Committee,.—The Pre-
sident, the Chairman of Committees, the
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Hon. M. L. Moss, the Hon. R. W. Penne-
father, and the mover.

Printing Committee.—The President,
the Hon. W. Pairick, and the mover.

House Committee.—The President, the
Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom, the Hon,
R. D. MeKenzie, the Hon, A. G. Jen-
kins, and the Hon. B. C. O'Brien.

Library Committee.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. D. Connolly) moved—

That the Library Commitiee for the
present session shall consist of the fol-
lowing members, vit, the President,
the Hon. W. Kingsmill, and Hon. Dr,
Hackett.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: How oflen
had the Library Commitiee held meet-
ings during the last session?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member being a member of the Lib-
rary Committee was probably in a posi-
tion to answer the question himself. He
{(the Colonial Secretary) had not the in-
formation at hand.

Hon, J. W. HACKETT: During the
session no notices bad been sent to him
to attend ~meelings of the committee.
Did the Colonial Secretary mean that the
notices had gone astray, or that there
had been no meetings?

Question passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 28th July.

Hoen. G. THROSSELL (East): Before
dealing with the subject matter of His
Excelleney’s Speech I desire to join
with the previous speakers in offering to
you, My, President, my sincere congratu-
lations on your appointment to the posi-
tion you oceupy, a position you have ocen-
pied with dignity and suceess. 1 also
wish 1o express my regret at the absence
of a few old members who have ocen-
pied seats in the Chamber for many
years, notably My, Randell and Mz
Haynes. For many years Mr. Randell
in particular served his country well,
not ouly in this Chamber but also in

another place. 1 also desire to extend
ny hearty welcome to my old friend and
colleague, Sir Edward Wittenoom. I
trust he may long be spared to serve the
country in this Chamber. In tuwrning to
the subjeet matter of His Execellency’s
Speech I notice with the greatest plea-
sure that the most dominant note is the
progress of agriculture in this State.
This is specially pleasing to me as I Lave
taken great interest in this snbject. We
learn in the Speech that 1,650,000 acres
of land were last year actually allotted.
This means, if it means anything, that
in a few shurt years we munst be re-
garded as the chief wheat-praducing
centre of the Commonwealth. There is
no gainsaying that. Fears have been ex-
pressed in this House that we are in
danger of over-produetion with regard
to wheat. I say, however, that we need
have no fear in that respeet. My fear
with regard to laud settlement is, as I
have expressed in furmer years, that we
are too lavish in connection with the
disposal of our lands and that we arve
by our methods creating large estates. I
need not dwell upon that furiber than
to give utterance to my fear and to say
that before many years have passed his-
tory will be repeating itself in the direc-
tion of the re-purchase of these estates.
I pgive to Mr. Mitehell, Minister for
Lands, every praigse for the enlhusiastie
manner in which he is earrying out his
duties, though it is needless to say that
he is liable to make mistakes as he is
not infallible. Persemally, I should like
to see in connection with the disposal
of our lands some ready-made farms for
new settlers. The Midland Rauway Com-
pany propose doing this, and in advertis-
ing their ready-made favms are certain
{o meet wilt enusidercble snceess, We
should give cvery assistance possible to
the English farmers who come out here
and enable ithem to readily build their
litile homes, fence their land and pro-
vide waier supplies for themselves, and
thus do away with many of the
difficulties that we are at the present
time faced wilh in connection with the
introduciion of these people. Although
we talk ¢libly of Canada. we eannot hope
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to equal that country in dealing with
nnumbers of people. There they deal
with seetions and half-sections, a section
being G40 aerves and a half-section 320
acres, but the great bulk of settlement
is made up of farms of 160 acres.
Were they to deal with their
lands as lavishly as we are doing,
they ecertainly would not see the
introduction of 230,000 people per year.
I desirve to draw attention to the fact that
during the year which has passed a pur-
chase has been made undev the Lands
Purchase Aet of an estate of 10,000 acres

and that the price paid for it was
£50,000. As one who was interested in

introdueing the Lands Purehase Aect, [
need hardly say that I approve heartily
of the re-purchase of large estates, but
whern it comes to an amount like £50.000,
I think that Parliament shonld have a
voice in the matter. Though the price
certainly seems to he high, no doubt the
Government will clear themselves upon
the matter. I regret to say thal side by
side with the vast amount of land settle-
ment which is going on here there is
no real attempt being made to
capture the trade which the land
settlement begets, 1 refer to the
manufacture of agricultwral imple-
ments. We are told that the Siate
is advaneing by leaps and hounds. and
we know that that is so, but the fael re-
mains thai orders for agricultural machi-
nery are being sent to lhe Bastern States
or to Canada and even to the Enited
States of America, I am sorry to say
also that very few orders go to England.
Failing no attempt by private enterprise
or in other directions. I should be in fav-
our of the establishment of national
workshops for the maunufacture of this
machinery. With regard to agricuitural
railways, needless to say I am in aecord
with the policy of extension as long as we
have good land to operr up and as long as
the demand for that land continues. Un-
der these circumstances we are justified
in extending railways. But my fear has
bheen that we are liable to ereate large
estates instead of establishing small set-
tlements. These small estates mean large
population, and the stimnlation of com-
meree and manufactures as well as the

prosperity of the State. I refer to this
more in the desire to sound a note of
warning. We have taken eredit to our-
selves for having constructed agricultural
railways al the price of wacadamised
roads, but it has eome to my knowledge
lately that while we are bunying ourselves
up with the faet that we have been able
to build these lines at a cost of £1,100
per mile, when they have been handed
over to the Raillway Department it has
been necessary to expend a considerable
sum of money to place them in proper
order, No doubt the Colonial Secretary
will be able to give us information as to
whetlier this be so or not. As an illustra-
tion of {his, & 20-mile railway has been

made to run over a distanee of
25 miles in order to keep the
price down to £1L,100 per mile. If
this bhe so it will be recognised

that we are simply living in a fool’s para-
dise, and that our railwawvs are not as
cheap as they are represented to be. I
shall be glad to have some information
upon this juatter. Reference has been
made in the Governor’s Speech to the
construetion  of the Transcontinental
Railway by the State. 1 cannot help
admiring the boldness of sueh a policy,
but I venture to doubl its wisdom. It is
teue thal we have not too many friends
in the Federal Parliament, although Sir
John Forrest and onr  representatives
have battled for this railway., but when
we remember that it will eost four mil-
lions of monev to construct and that the
State requives all the money it can pos-
sibly get for its own development, I
think tt will he admitted that to talk of
raising fouwr millions for sueh a work,
would be going a little ton far. More-
over, it is easy to imagine the great diffi-
culties in the way of the proposal to eon-
struet the line by the State. In the first
plave, it wonld be necessary, using a
common expression, tu square the South
Australian Government, but apart from
all that. a railway of this deseription
would need to be a heavy one and it
would have to be built specially for de-
fenee purpoeses and certainly should be
in the hands of the chief Government of
the Commonwealth. We have been told
that rhis railway wifl tap excellent jas-
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toral country and we have lately heard
of the suecess of boring parties so that
it will be clear that the line will not be
allogether the white elephant that some
people expeet.  The duty of the State
Government is (o keep on with its pre-
sent policy and strive to eomstruet rail-
ways through miveral and agricultural
belts and leave a work like the Transcon-
tinental Railway to the Federal Govern-
ment. We ave entitled to this ratlway,
_our members are fighting for it and al-
thongh some delay may take place we
shall eventually get it from the Federal
Government. In dealing with the Bills
which are to come before us during the
session it is hoped that the Government
will bring them down much earlier than
has been the case in the past. We have
in the past been asked to pass large sums
of money and important measures with-
_out time being given members to consider
them. T think it is a matter of very great
rearet (hat the motion whieli has been
submitted by Mr. Kingsmill and earried
bx this Chamber dealing wirth Tapsed Bills
has not been carried in another place. The
failure to pass that motion means that
we have to take up the work all over
again. If such a motion had been passed
it would mean mueh time and money
saved. When we remember that it is on
all fours with a motion which was passed
in the Federal Parliament it is a wonder
to me that it has not been earried long
sinee by our own Legislature. A measure
1 desire to refer to is that dealing with
the Legislative Couneil franchise. It will
he within the memory of members that I
voted for it and T see no reason now to
alter my decision. When it comes hefore
us [ intend to vote for'it again. It has
reen said that the people do not demand
it. and it has been said also that its aim
i te destroy this House. T think the
Upper Touse would be mueh safer if we
listrned 10 the wishes of the people and
liheralised the franchise. With regard to
liqnor reform, I desire to say that T
hope the Bill will come forward. We
Lave had so mueh talk about it that we
are beeoming weary of hearing abont if.
T will gladly accept the Bill which
was introdwesd last vear, not as an
allozether satisfactory one, but as a first

measure of necessary reform. I have no
fear for this question because it is no
lobger in the hands of a few church
people or a few societies. This great
question is now in the hands of the people
and the business people of the world, who
see that it is to their interests to have
lemperance reform. It is right that the
people should say where they should have
hotels.  With regard to the question of
compensation 1 shall keep an open mind.
Having lately visited Vietoria I see no
reason why fair compensation should not
he granted; at the same time, if we all
stiek to our ideas we should never get the
measure, With onr expanding railway
system we arve constantly opening up new
districts where these licensing questions
are made maiters for pure specnlation.
A man will get a license and immediately

afterwards he ecan get £500 or
£,000 paid for it With Siate
hotels, however, many evils of this
kind c¢ould be done away with.

We have one instance at Gwalia where,
notwithstanding all the expenses, in a
few years the house has paid for itself,
and the State has handled money over and
above the original cost to the extent of
£4,000. I am sorry we eanrot follow the
bush hotels with a policeman, but in State
hotels we have the best possible gnaran-
tee that law and order will be maintained.,
The manager can have no motive what-
ever for keeping open the hotel on Sun-
day for the benefit of that renowned per-
son, tlre bona fide traveller, but will see
that law and order is carried ont. There
is no necessity to detain the House longer.
The Speech contains mawy subjects of in-
terest, and T trust the Bills of importance
will be bronght before us at the earliest
possible moment. TIn conelusion, T may
say we have no reason to fear as to the
future; the Government of the day pos-
sess the confidence of the whole people.
The season we are enfering on will be
one of the hest on record; the primary
industries are flourishing. wool is feteh-
ing a high price, so also is stoek. The
financial institutions are showing in-
creased confidence in the country, and
from whatever standpoint we look there
is every reason to have confidence, and
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to recognise that we are om the eve of
great prosperity in the Siate of Western
Australia.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : Any remarks I have
to make will be brief, although the sub-
jeets mentioned in His Excellency’s
Speech furnish material for a great deal
of consideration and debate. Every
ground seems to have been covered from
Kimberley in the North to Eucla in the
South, and from the coast to the South
Australian border. If one looks at the
Speech very carefully one will find that
nothing has been left out. There are
some matlers, however, I should like to
address ihe House wpon. 'With the other
hon. members who have spoken I should
like to congratulate you, Mr. President,
and ithe old members who are back here,
on the confidence which the electors have
reposed in them apgain and again. T am
snre it muost be very gratifying to them.
We miss some of the old faces, notably
the Hon. George Randell, whao, by his ripe
experigence and readiness in debate, was
always a welecome speaker. I should like
to follow, too, my hon. friend Mr. Cullen
mn his endeavour to enlighten and throw
a little more vigour into the debates of
this House. The Hon. Mr. Cullen has
stated that the daily Press are very econo-
mieal in their veports concerning the de-
bates which fake place in this House;
and as we have to rely. to a very large
extent, on the daily Press for represent-
ing our remarks to those who sent ns here,
T should like to second the statements
which the lon. member has made, and to
join with that member and Dr. Hackett,
in the interjection which he made, in re-
gard to the dullness sometimes of the
debates in this Honse. We should readily
follow these two members in leading the
debates into a higher level and into a
more enthusiastic system of debate.

Hon. J. W. Hackett;: We have Han-
sard.

Houn. J. W, LANGSFORY: One ecan
think of no Assembly which is, perbaps,
more difficult for a junior member of the
Hovuse to address than the Legislative
Council of Wesfern Australia. Mr. Cul-
len referred to the experiments which

some of the Ministers have been earryin
out in Western Australia. Although }
did not particularise these eiperiment
I have no fear that the country wi
spend too large an amount of money i
experiments of the kind referred to.

cannot see why, in this young State ¢
Western Australia, experimenis shoul
not be made. Why should we contim
ally seek to follow along the old ap
beaten tracks. We have the opportunit
here of making these experiments, I 4
not know, of course, the experiments t
which Mr. Cullen partieularly refers, by
there are experiments that have hee
made, by the Minister for Agricultur
especially, and from all one hears the
are experiments that are repaying wel
or will repay us if an opportunity i
given. T think befure we harshly erit:
cise matters of this kind we should se
that an opportunity is given to see ho

the experiments work out. One o
the Bills we passed last sessio
has occasioned a great deal of dis

satisfaction amongst the munieipalitie
and roads boards of Western Australia
I refer to the Distriet Fire Brigades Ael
T must take my share, of course, of th
responsibilty of passing that Bill—one
eightieth of the share,

The Colonial Serretary: Yon were o1
the seleet committee,

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: I was m
the select committee with the hon. mem
her the Colonial Secretary, and T take m;
share of the responsihility.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Then you tak
onea-fifth,

Hon, JJ. W. LANGSBFORD: T tak
one-eightieth, T am taking an oppor
timify of bringing this question befor
Parliament, because it has cansed a grea
deal of inconvenience and annoyance t
the municipalities and roads boards with
in the Metropolitan-Suburban provinee
naot only there bat in the other provinee:
of Lhe State. With the best of intention:
this Act was passed by Parliament, and
itnmediately regulations were proclaimeé
and Lhe Aet was put into operation after
the municipal eonneils had made up thei
estimate of expendiiure for the year 1910
These eouncils are being called upon tc
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pay large amounts of money, and, in
many instances, they are vot provided
for by the rates already struck, The
councils had struck the rates before the
Aect came into force.

The Colonial Secretary: Some will
pey less under the Act than formerly.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: In many
insbances they will pay three times as
nueh under the Act as they did formerly.
1 do not know low it effeets the muni-
cipalities of Kalgoorlie end Coolgardie,
or Perth and Fremantle; there are other
members wlho ean speak in regard there-
to, but I know how it affects the muni-
cipalities and roads boards in the Metro-
politan-Suburban  provinee, The diffi-
colty is that the bodies do not know what
advantages they are going to derive from
this very much increased expenditure;
and if this is to eome every year,
as possibly it will come every year,

it means a bir awount out of the
general  revenue of the muniei-
palities and roads boards, and as

far as they can seé at present, without
any distinet advantage. I think one mis-
take was made by the select commitiee.
1 do not know if any soburban mayor, or
chairman of any roads board, was called
by the select committee to be examined
on the question.

The Colonial Secretary: The chairman
of the Kalgootlie roads beard was called.

Hon. J. W. LANXGSFORD: The gold-
fields interests were looked after very
well; and I (hink the mayor of Perth and
the mayor of Fremantle were called be-
sides, but T do not know if any ehairman
of a roads board, or mayor of a suburban
municipality was ecalled. In regard to
Cottesloe, the annual upkeep for the Cot-
tesloe roads board for the year, prior to
this vear, was about £43 12s. 2d.; and
they have been asked by the Fire Brig-
ades Board for an amount which thev will
have to payv. I think two guarters have
gone by this year, but the amount they
will have to pay for this year is £174
8. 10d. The Subiaco mumicipality paid
for 1909, £350. and their bill for this
year to the Fire Brigades Board is £166.
The Guildford munieipality for last year
paid £20, and they will have a bill this
year for €101 11=. 104,

Hon. R, D. McKenzie: Do you think
they were doing their duty te the rate-
payers?

Hon, J. W, LANGSFORD: The rate-
payers will be able to say whether that is
so or unot. The Victoria Park couneil
previously paid £30; this year they will
have a bill for £182. The South Perth
munieipality will have a bill this year
of £190 12s., and the town eclerk says,
‘“the amount is sufficient for insuring
agninst fire the whole of the buildings in
our distriet”” At North Perth £50 was
the amount previously spent on an aver-
age by the municipality, and they will
have to pay this year £240 3s. Leeder-
ville usually spent £33; they will have to
pay £205,

The (olonial Secretarv: Do they not
get something for it?

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD: This is
what the town elerk of Subiaco says, "Re
fire brigades aoccount against the Subiaco
counteil: for this year we are billed for
£466 18s, 11d., being our share. The cost
of this brigade during 1909 was £315 17s.
3d. We have had no extra services ven-
dered this year so far, although a good
portion of ithe year has gone. So far as
the extra efficiency of the service of the
tuture is concerned, the Lord only knows
how it will be, beeause I do not. The
whole bill is a surprise to me.”” That is
the general feeling. T make these remarks
not with the intention of putting the Five
Brigades Board, or any of the mnni-
cipalifies in a false position, bat this rate
has been struck after the municipalities
have made up their expenditure for the
year 1910, and some method, T think, will
have tu he adopted by the Fire Brigades
Board, beeanse if one reads the Act cor-
rectly they are entitled fto colleet these
amounts. Some method will have to be
adopted to give some relief to the muni-
cipalities and roads boards. The ecoun-
cils have been asked to eontribute these
amounts for 1910. One is glad to see a
reference made to the edueation question
in the Governor's Speech, and to the faet
that the long hoped for University will
have a further impetus given to it during
this session. The High School which has
been established by the Government and
huilt in Thomas-street provides a great
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advance in our educational system, but I
regret to find that it was necessary to go
outside this State, outside of our Educa-
tion Department, in order to find a teacher
for that sehool. When similar schools
were started in South Australia teachers
were found from within the Education
Department of that State.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Has the appoint-
ment been made here?

Hon. 7, W. LANGSFORD: Yes. An
old Prince Alfred College boy, Mr. Nor-
man Jolly, has received the appoiniment,
I am not criticising the appointment, nor
Mr. Jolly, for I think, as we went cutside
the State, perhaps no better appointment
could have been made, There are, how-
ever, in our own State, several {eachers,
Tuiversity men, who applied for Lhis posi-
tion and [ very much regret that not one
of themn was considered fit and able to be
appointed in charge of the school. As
far as possible we should grow our own
men. Our men know the State and I am
sure that many University men on the
stafl here, degree men, are fitted to take
ithe position. Mr. Throssell has referred
to the question of the franchise of this
Chamber. That is one question that has
appeared in nearly all the Governor's
Speeches since I have had the honour of
being a member of this House, and yet
we seemn now ta be no nearer settling that
question than we were five or six years
ago. 1 do not know whether the new men
whe have just come into this House will
make any differenee in the vote lo be
given on the guestion this session, but I
see that my colleague, Mr. Gawler, pre-
fers to wait until the country has spoken
on this question. [ think he said, *Until
after another general election.” I would
point out that this question has been be-
fore the publiec during the last three or
four general elections. It has been on the
programmme of the Moore Ministry, the
Rason Ministry, the James Ministry, and
I think all the Ministries we have had for
a number of years past.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: We shovld
miss it from the next Speech.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: I think
the House will be stronger and firmer in
the alfeetion, shall I say, of the people
. of the country if the alteration in the

franchise be made. 1 hope Mr. Gawler
will give the matter further consideration
before he casts his vote on the gquestion.
During the last Legislative Council elec-
tion [ noticed a cartoon having refere-
ence to the Metropolitan Province. There
was a picture of a bear, but unlike most
bears it had the face of a man, and that
face wore one vast, substantial smile.
The bear was drawn as putting his foot
on one of the branches of a tree in which
it was loeated, in order to feel if that
branch was quite firm, and the smile of
that bear when it felt how firm was the
bangh was gratifying indeed to see. My
haonourable colleague in the Metropolitan-
Snbarhan Provinee, Mr. Kingsmill——

Hon. R, W, Pennefather: Do you sug-
gest he was the bear?

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: I do not
suggest anything, but I would inform
those members who have nob seen the
cartoon that it is well worth their atten-
tion; when they see it they will readily
recognise that smile. When I came into
this Chamber Mr. Kingsmill was the
leader of the House, and as an apt
scholar I ueed to sit at his feet and learn
from him, He was then a strong advoecate
for the reduction of the franchise, I
am inclined to believe that after the last
election he will be found veoting with us
for the reduction of the franchise. The
Governnient are justified in congratu-
lating themselves on having carried out
so splendidly their programme.  They
have disecovered during the last four or
five years the splendid agrienltural terri-
tory we have in Western Australia, they
are making the wmeost of that discovery.
Nearly all the items in their programme
have been carried out. 1 heartily con-
gratulate them on their performance and
I hope this session will be one of very
great benefit to the State, and of interest
to this House.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM
(Northy: 1 listened the other day with
the preatest intevest to the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor when he
opened Parliament, and while I recog-
nised the importance of every paragraph
contained in ihat long Speech I felt a
great deal of sympathy with His Excel-

-
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lency in the extreme effort of sustained
elocution he had to make. It would be
mere repetition for me to add to the re-
marks of His Excellency in connection
with the death of our late King, and the
accession to the Throne of the Prinee of
Wales. 1 need say nothing further than
that I endorse every word in the Speech
in that conneetion. I take this oppor-
tunity of eongratunlating you, Mr. Presi-
dent, upon being re-elected to this hon-
ourable House, and also upon being re-
appointed as our President. The latter
appointment shows the confidence your
fellow members have in you, not the con-
fidence of the newcomer born of expect-
ancy but the result of a long experienee
in the admirable mawnner in which you
have discharged your onerous duties.
Persoually, I am particularly pleased to
see you there, becanse 1 well remember
your first entranee iunto politieal life.
when you were good enough to propose
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply at
a time when T represented the GGovern-
ment as leader of this House. 1 also
desire to congratulate the I'rvemier on
aceount of his Bovereizn having recog-
nised the good work lie has done for this
Btate, and T am indeed pleased that his
visit to the motler country bas been
satisfactory. I see that ome of the prin-
cipal objects of his visil to London was
to inquire into the reperesentation of
Western Australia in the capital of the
Empirve. 1 await with some euriosity ihe
result of his inguiries and information
as to what new methods or changes in
detail he intends te suggest. Several
people have left Western Australia with
the same intention but on arviving in
TLondon found that matters were very
umch better than they expecled. The
Speeeh, which is so eomprehensive, leaves
little to speak about in matters of omis-
sion, Every possible subjeet seems to
have been touched npon and tremendons
developments are promised both in rail-
ways and in expenditare from loans, and
T ean only hope that ihe Government will
be as suecessful in financing these under-
takings as they are prolific in suggesting
them. The statemnent in connection with
the trans-Australian Railway, whiech T

see at the foot of the Speech, comes cer-
tainly as a surprise. The saggestion is
that the project should be undertaken by
the two States through whose territory
the line will pass, I always understood
it was an implied condition that if West-
ern Australia joined the Federation this
railway should be built by the Federal
Government. Ever since the project was
bronght befnre the publie it has encoun-
tered the strongest possible oppesition
and I ean imagine with what satisfaction
those opposed to it would hail the state-
ment that ecame from the Aecting Pre-
mier. Personally, I think it was unwise
and undiplomatic, and I am wondering,
indeed I am a litile curious to see, whe-
ther that suggesrion has the full approval
of his Government and his supporters.
We all know that a great majority of
the people ave depending to a very large
extent on this railway for connection with
the other States, and it will be a pity if
any utterances from this part of the
waorld give strength to the opposition that
exists and enables the opponents to the
scheme 1o say the railway is not re-
guired. It would be just as reasonable
to ask the State of Vietoria or New
South Wales to build the Commnnwealth
Houses of Parliament as it would be for
Western Australia to construct its par-
ticular portion of the line. I can only
commend to those who take any interesi
in the matter the very excellent artiele
that appeared on the subject in a paper
called The Bulletin, which is gener-
ally not too {riendly to Western Aus-
tralia. I see that the Government pro-
pose to ereet freezing and canning works
at Wyndham. T amm very pleased indeed
that they have determimed to do this
work. It is a troublesome question, and
it will cost a lot of mouey, owing to the
isolated position of Wyndham, the sear-
eity and rost of labour. and the short
season of some seven months in whieh
work ean go on. Thring the remaining
months of the year it is very difficnlt to
get work dore owing to the extreme heat.
There is also the disadvantage that at
present there is no pure water supply.
Hon. W. Kingsmill: And no fuel.
Hon. 8ir BE. H, WITTENOQOM: That
is s0, but fuel might be imported, al-
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though it would be expensive. Members
may have heard of a company called
““The Bovril Australian Estates.’’ The
eompany have had the matfer in hand
for some considerable time and the ob-
stacles encountered were of such a very
grave nature thai they decided to employ
the services of three of the best experts
in the world to go into the question.
Those experts have been in the loeality
for the last two or three months, and
it is hoped that their inquiries will be
finished during this preseni month
and their veports put in, 1 ecan
only hope that they will be satisfactory.
The fact of the Government contemplating
the patting in of these works at Wynd-
ham gives the company a wider range of
choice for their own locality. As a West
Aupstralian filled with a good deal of pat-
riotic zeal I have been working as hard
as ¥ can to have these works installed in
this State, but inasmueh as the Govern-
ment intend to ereet them at Wyndham
it will give the company a much freer
choice.  The South Australian Govern-
ment have been offering every inducement
to the company fo place their works in
the Northern Territory, so that if a pro-
mising site is offered, the company will
have less lesitation in accepting it than
before, knowing now that Western Auns-
tralia will be provided for by the Gov-
ernment building their own works. Great
stress has been laid on the matter of agri-
enttaral railways, and while these are to
be commended from many points of view,
T think the Geovernment should not lose
sight of the fact that roads are required
in a great many isolated places where
ralways are not warranted. Connections
are necessary if we are to have develop-
ment, and in the loealities I refer to T
think it is the duty of the Government to
make main roads in the first instance, and
then hand them over to certain bodies to
be paid for and maintazined by those who
use them in the same way as are our rail-
ways. We find. T think, in our experi-
ence that if a farmer goes into some out
of the way place with an nnpronouncable
name, at the very next sitting of Parlia-
ment a railway to that place is provided
for on the Estimates. T think under these
cireumstances, and while admitting that

every encouragement shounld be given to
agrieulture, that some expenditure should
be made upon roads to enable those people
on the outskirts of civilisation, whether
engaged in mining or in the pastoral in-
dustry or any other voeation, to develop
the particnlar industries in which they
are working. The prospector, too, re-
quires a little encouragement to fortify
him in his search for minerals. I com-
mend to the Government these remarks
about the roads, and I hope they will see
what they ean do, especially in the North,
in regard to providing such necessary
conveniences. References have been made
to the qualifieation for the Legislative
Couneil, and 1 see that the Bill brought
down last session is to be re-submitted.
As I was not here last session, or indeed
during the last two or three sessions, [
am not aware what that Bill contains;
but if it has for its object the placing of
the two Houses of this Parliament in any-
thing like a position relafive fo that of
the Federal House of Representatives and
the Senate, it will have my strongest op-
position; becanse I consider the Feoderal
Senafe is purely a duplication of the
Honse of Representatives, and that it is
in ronsequence of this Western Aunstralia
has only one class of the community re-
presented there. This is hardly to be con-
sidered as satisfactory and, therefore, I
hope this Bill will not be framed on these
particnlar lines. Personally I see hitile
if any grounds for interfering with the
present qualification; and T am rather
horne out in this view, hecause all the
eandidates at the last election who were
in favour of vedueing the qualification
with the idea of deing away with the
House altogether were defeated.

A member: No.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I am

sorry if T have made a wmistake,
but that is the opinion T bave.
Therefore T think, under the eir-
eumstances, great eare 1is bpecessary
in dealing with this measnre. However,

T will wait nntil the Bill i= submitted to
the House hefore T make any further re-
marks on it. T am delighted to see the
Government intend to encourage second-
arv indusiries. We have the announce-
ment: “The importanee of encouraging
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the estublishment of secondary industries
has received the consideration of my Min-
isters.” T have for a long time advo-
cated this, beeause T am of opinion that
whilst every effort should be made to
develop onr industries, no pains shonld
he spared to provide consumers lo make
nse of these of those industries, so that
we should not he bound too mach to trust
to the ontside markets. Encouragement
should be given to producers, and at the
same time it is good poliey that second-
ary industries sheonld be fostered with a
view to providing consumers. Whilst I
am in sympathy with the Government in
this matter I feel eertain that before they
can be fully suecessful they will have to
amend the Arbitration Aet in such fash-
ion as to prevent strikes and labour
fronbhles. The present tendency is that
s0 soon as a manufactuver starts a busi-
ness, has it fairly developed and begins
to make some profit, improved eonditions,
not always reasonable, are asked for,
which stops further development, This
eondition of affairs not only intimidates
anybody from putting eapital into these
indnstries, but has a tfendency to force
people who are already in to try to get
their money out. I hope that hefore
long something will he devised to make
peace between Labour and Capital. If
both eouid only work together the condi-
tions would be so good that hoth would
materially improve; bat at present, with
the tendeney to strikes and labour
troubles, it can bardiy he expected that
eapital will open np secendary industries
in this State. If there is one thing more
than another for whieh the Government
deserve approbation it is the manner in
which they have attended to the interests
of the North-West. For years and vears
that portion of the State has been fo a
large extent neglected; hut now, all the
way from Carnarven to Wyndham, there
are evidences of developmental steps
taken by the Government, and I am con-
fident ihat with a little more expenditure
on a few loeal wants in various places the
people in that part of the State will be
able Lo carry on their avocations with the
greatesl advantage. There are two works
which stand out prominently to the credit
of the Government, namely. the railway

from Port Hedland to Marble Bar, and
the erection of a five-head battery which
will be completed at Marble Bar this
mouth. In futare the people up there
will be able to have their provisions and
mining material transported at a reason-
able rate by the railway. while the bat-
tery will enable satisfactory tests to be
made of the ores. I had the pleasure of
travelling over 70 miles on this railway
the other day; and when T tell you that
there were on the train 100 bales of wool
and 50 empty tricks, and that we did the
70 miles at the rate of 20 miles an hour
I think you will agree with me that, see-
ing that it is an nnballasted line, it must
have been very well constructed. It is ex-
pected that the railway will reach Marble
Bar before the end of the year. The
advent of the battery will enable tests to
be made of all the ores in the neighbour-
hood. I visited several shafts and small
mines in which there are from 100 to 200
tons of stuff ready to be tested. Seeing
that they have up there not only gold but
tin, eopper, and asbestos, we can hope for
a large development. So, too, in respeet to
wonl and live stoek; and these, with the
minerals, will go a long way towards
helping the railway. It is a part of the
State whose future will he determined
within the next six months, The facili-
ties I refer fo will give an opportunity
of thoroughly tesling the distriet, and we
shall soon know whether or not that
region s all that it has been claimed to
be. Another work that will require at-
tention up there if that part of the world
progresses as anticipated is the dredging
of the bar ai Port Hedland so as to ad-
mit steainers of all sizes without their
having to wait for the tide. In the settle-
ment of Broome the State has a very
flourishing community. The people up
there consist of an eaterprising, commer-
cial class of inen. The whole prosperity
of this place is dependent on the pearl-
ing, and this is being earried on with the
greatest energy and with, I believe, very
satisfactory resolts. I understand it is
the polier of the Government to limit the
licenses for pearling, but from what I
can see, and judging it very carefully, I
should sugeest giving as many licenses as
possible, and having the pearling carried
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on to the greatest extent so (hat the Gov-
ernment and the people could reap the
benefit of the commerce thereby created.
And 1 would not only extend licenses to
the pearling bot also the héche-de-mer
and trepang fishing,

The Colonial Secretary: They cannot
zet the necessary labour. They cannet
introduce any coloured men above the
number that was employed when Federa-
tion became a Fact.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Well,
that ought to be altered.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is a mat-
ler for the Commonwealth (Hovernment.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOOM :
Exactly, I know that, hat I am
sorry  just the same.  Personally I
am in favour of a White Austra-
lia, but there conld be no objection
to ¢oloured labour up there. as the poliey
of warking with colonred labour has heen
recognised and is now being carried on to
a large exlent. There is no reason why
Western Ausiralia shonld not have the
advaniage of all the fishing along that
coast. [t is not as if the pearlers could
gel ashore and so make any difference to
the popuiation as Lar as eoloured labour
is eoncerned, for they are ounly allowed
ashme fur wood and water. The sole
ditliculiy T can see is in eonneetion with
the uhorigines eoming down to the enast
to meet these coloured pearlers.  Btill,
the 1nspector of Aborigines could he in-
strucfed to see that the aborigines are not
allowed down the coast; but as far as
I eonld see an this particular trip a ereat
many of the missionary stations are right
on the coast, not far from where lots of
Malayxs land for wood and water. That
serms to me a suieidal arrangement, and
apt to do away with any efforts the Gov-
ernment are making to stop this inter-
eourse.

The Colonial Secretary: There are
police stations at all those plaees, and
there is a patrol right along the coast.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM: At
any rate the extension of these licenses is
the only way that T see to enable the
State to avail itself of the eommercial
advantages, and that is the only harm
I see that may ensue. But if, as is said,
there is a patrol along the coast, it pre-

vents the contaet, and all that is neces-
sary is already dowe. [ have seen by
the newspapers and have heard myself
while in North, that boats come there and
take away héche-de-mer and {irepang
without licenses, hringing all their stores
from other parts of the world and taking
away all the profits; and I see no reason
why we ghould not reap the advantage
of this instead of letling it po elsewhere,
Again, the jetty at Broome needs length-
ening so that hoats ean 2o in and out
without getting neaped. Jt would be a
ureat advantage. not only in rezard to
Broome but in regard to all the ports
ripht down the coast.

The Colonial Secretary: No jetty ex-
tension wonld prevent the hoats getting
neaped at Broome.

Ilon, Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Yes,
by taking out the jetty a short distance
boats will always be in high water.

The Colonial Secretary: 1t would be
ahout halt a mile.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Yes,
but onee done it is there for all time. It is
impuortant all the way down the coast,
because if a boat has arranged to take
2,000 or 3,000 sheep, or 200 or 300 head
of caltle at Carnarvon, or Roebourne, or
Point Sampson, the stock is asked to he
tliere to meet the hoat at a certain date,
but. instead, the boat may get neaped
tor two or three days, and all this in-
convenience will be oecasioned while the
Government are doing all they can o en-
vouraze the deportation of stock. An-
other matter v which | would call at-
tention at this stage s rather jmportant,
It is to mive to those portions of the
State the advantages of a Supreme Court
Judge, or a eireuit comrt. Al present,
in those distriets they are under extreme
disadvantage. So far as eriminal juris-
diction is concerned, it is usunal to issue
a Commission to a resident magistrate;
but when it comes to eivil matters, where
expert knowledge is very often vequired,
there is a diffienlty; and, therefore, it is
necessary for those who need to have
their cases settled to jomrney all the way
to Perth and take their witnesses, losing
a great deal of time through the process.
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80 ouly those who can afford it take their
¢uges to justiee. Even in eriminal cases
verv often the eriminals get off because
they ave treated sunmmarily instead of at
quarier wessions, It is a matlter 1o which
the people in that quarter of the world
attach ereat importance. [ am sure if
the Government could see their way clear
to establish a judge in smne ecentral
place, or to have cirenit courts there,

they would be conferring a great hoon:

on a deserving class of people. In eon-
clusion, T eongratnlate the Government
exceedingly on the gnood work ‘they have
done for several years past. When they
tonk their duties over the State was very
depressed. revenune was searee, and the
finanees were Tow, and amonug other things
the (fovernment had to impese taxation
and to vednee expenditure. In spite of
this, things have heen very successful, de-
spite the reduction in the amount re-
tnrned by the Federal Government, and
despite. the effect of the suicidal action
the Colony undertook when it joined the
Federation. With those few vemarks T
have very mneh pleasure in supporting
the motion before the House.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South): Tt is with
a certain amount of trepidation that I
vise this afternoon. The assemblies T
have been in the habit of addressing
during the past nine or 10 years have not
heen of the nalure of which this is, and
in eoming to {his Chamber and seeing
the quiel natore of it and the ealmness
there is surrounding me, I am rather apt
to think that T am in one of those old
churches or other places to which T was
accustumed in my childhood. T desire
to thank yvou, Alr. President, very heartily
for ihe kindly sentiments you exiended
te mew members, and also (o eongratu-
late you nupon yonr election to vour high
office. T hope that as long as I am in
the Chamber T shall do all that is pus-
sible towards upholding its dignity. Now,
coming to the Governor'’s Speeeh that we
are disenssing to-day, 1 would like to say
that there is not much in it to whieh one
can take exception, but there are o goud
many omissions, matters which might
very well have been inelnded in it. T take
it that the Governor’s Speech is the
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policy of the Government. We seem (o
be discussing this thing solely from a
business peint of view; we have a good
business sheet; but it does not show that
there is anything in llhe nature of re-
form in esnneetion with the proposals of
the (tovernment; nor have I heard it in
any of the speeches that I have so far
heard. One matter to whiek I would
like fo eall attention, and one [ iepret
very mueh the Government liave not seen
their way clear to inelude in their poliey,
i§ an amendment to the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. 1 am glad to see the
progress that is being made in the coun-
try, but 1 do vet think the Government
lrave recoguised that they eould have
brought ferward more importaunt pro-
posals than they have. Now, with regard
to workers’ c('ugpensution if was, [ think,
Mr. Moss, a mémber of the House, who
said only last sesgion, if my memory
serves correet, and speaking from what
I have read, that the g;:trine of ecommon
employment now in opwration was the
hardest and most disgraceful there was
on the statute-book. I did think that
the Government would have i
their pelicy some amendment
relief in the way of workers’ co
ltan in order to get rid of the effé¢t of
that daefrine of vowmon cmploymgnt,
the effeet being thai the worker is prig
tically limited to the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet for any reliel he may desire 1o
secure in lhe way of compensalion, tur
the simple reason that the doectrine of
common employment preveats him claim-
ing in almost every ease, During the last
SiX o seven years n almost every in-
stance of enses brought before ocur law
eoarts, (hose who have been seeking re-
Hef have been wiped ont beeause of that
doetrine. That being so, we should try
to do something to bring in a better meu-
sure. One of the most pitiful defects
of the presenl Aet and of that doctrine
is the question of permanently disabled
men, because the omly relief ihey can
get 1s to sit down quietly and see £300
eaten up, and then have to rely on charity
afterwards. In the olden days we had
certain clanses in the Mines Regulation
Aet, and so far as the mining industry
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was concerned some of those anomalies
were got over by tle reason that the men
had some relief through the breaking of
the Mines Regulation Act, but now a
miner has none because that Act has
been amended and there is no relief un-
der any Aet. I thimmk it is time the
Workers’ Compensaiion Aet was made
universal, and applied not only to ecer-
tain industries but to all industiries in
the State. I rvegret with Sir Edward
Wittenoom, but for a very different rea-

son, that the Government have not seen

fit to include in their proposals an
amending Coneiliation and Arbitration
Bill. I believe we ure now standing upon
the edge, as it were, of a voleano, so far
as industrial troubles are concerned; and
were it not thal in some purts of the
State we have industrial agreements ex-
tending over a vonsiderabl€ time, I would
say there is great danger indeed. So
far as the present Aef'is eoncerned, rul-
ing after ruling hay been given by Judge
Burnside, and hg/ has been particularly
keen during the/last 12 months in asking
the Legiddlatupe 1o bring about an amend-
ment of the/Aet. Now, as far as the min-
ing indusfry ni Kalgoorlie—the biggest
in the iate—is concerned. if thev had
a case before the court now, it
be absolutely impossible to do it
nndler the ruling given by the court. Cer-
inly we have an agreement extending
over two vears, but if we had not onc
and any trouble cropped up, whal would
happen? T have had 10 vears’ intimate
knowledge of the miners and the mining
industry, and [ sav that we ave in grave
danger of baving serions industrial
trouble forced on the eommunity but for
the agreement already signed. There are
one or two other matters in connection
with the Conciliation and Avbitration
Aet. One point I wish tv emphasise is
this: the rvuling is that it applies fo the
individual and not to the industry: that
the individual bas to make any trouble
and nol the unions and the industry. T
sincerely hope something will be done to
el over those anomalies, otherwise T am
certain we shall have great trouble. One
maiter T wonld like to refer to is in con-
neetion with the new Flealth Bill. T
have no intimate knowledae of the Health

as o

Bill, but recently 1 heard two admirable
leclures, one by Dr. Ellis on econsump-
tion, and the other by Dr. Cumpston on
infantile mortality, and we have heard
numberless sermons, and we have’ seen
numberless articles on the deeline of the
birth rate. After hearing these lectures
I am satisfied that we could do a great
deal more, as it were, to keep vur cradles
full after we get our children than we
duv at present. Dr. Campston is sitting
Royal Commission on miners”
phthisis, and we enn only await his re-
port to see what is the extent and pre-
valence of that disease; but much more
might be done by the community at large
and by the Government in regard to edu-
ealing the people to the dangers of con-
swnption and miners’ phthisis. It is
unfortunate that people suffering from
these diseases do not take the preecau-
tions they should take, and I think it
would pay the community to engage a
staff of lecturers, sueh as Dr. Ellis and
Dr. Cumpston and others, to go through-
out the State, and wherever they can get
an audience leelure on what should be
done to aveid consumption and miners’
phthisis, or, in the ease of infantile mor-
tality, tell mothers and parents how they
ean avoid some of the dangers.

The C'olonial Secretary: Bulletins are
circulated hy the Health Department.

fHon. J. E. DODD: I am pleased to say
the Central Board of Health have issued
a number of bulletins round Kalgoorlie,
but 1 think it would be very desirable if
placards were published, sueh as are is-
sued in eonnection with mining signals.
and placed in eonspienous places round
the mines. T think muel more might be
done in order to prevent the infection
that is taking place iu railway carviages
and trams, etectern. I have had a con-
siderable amount of experience in con-
nection with this matter; and although
it may seem hard sometimes to {ake strin-
goent measures, still T am an advoeate of
the most stringent measures possible in
order to prevent infeelion. There is one
point that is usually overlocked in con-
neelion with diseases from which miners
suffer, and that is the provision that we
are going to make for the sufferers who
may be foreed out of employment by rea-
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son of their illness. We shall have to
loak to this in the near future and I hope
the Government will see their way elear
to do something for these people. I wish
to refer to the matter of immigration,
and 1 want to say that we have had a
considerable number of complaints at
Kalgoorlie that immigrants who are be-
ing assisted to this State go on to the
Fields and other places, and enter into
competifion with men who are engaged
in work. I know it is a diffieult matter
to bring forward econcrete statements
bearing out what may be said in conneec-
tion with these cases, but I do think that
when statements ave made on a snbjeet
of this kind that publie servants at least
might deal with the matter in the publie
Press a little more courteously than has
been done in to-day’s paper. I do not
knew whether I am transgressing the
rules of lhe Hounse when 1 menfion this
naatter, bat I consider that when a com-
plaint 1s made, and when ihe object of
that complaint is not to eensure or to
blame, but rather to improve ihe method
by which men are being cngaged in the
old country, and wlen we are trying to
show those in authority how they may
effect a better system of immigration, I
do consider that a little more courtesy
might he brought to bear in the replies
that are made. 1 have no hesitation in
saying that there are a large number of
these men who have entered into com-
petition with workers on the goldfields,
and if it is possible T will get proof that
men are coming out here and going di-
rect to the galdfields and not on the
land. This should not be. I am one of
those whe belicve that we must have
population here.

The Colonial Seeretary: Why do you
not give particulars?

Hon. J. E. DODD: I shall as soon as I
return to Kalgoorlie and get hold of the
people who have made ithese statements.
1t is not a question of particulars; it is a
question of telling the Government that
certain things are going on.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Why
should agriculture be the only industry
to have competition,

Hou. J. E. DODD: 1 did not hear that
interjection; I am slightly hard of hear-
ing. I wish to remark that it is easy to
say, ‘‘why do you not give particutars?’’
baut supposing a man is working on a
mine and he knows there ave a number of
men who ave being brought out, men who
may be friends of those who are manag-
ing the mine, It is very difficult for the
man with that knowledge {o say, “I will
zive you full pavticulars”” The man’s job
often depends on anything he might say.
However, if there is anything I can do to
get full partieulars and supply them to
the Government I shall do so. I wish
hriefly to refer to the mining industry. T
shall do so for the reason that lately, or
during the last twelve months, a large
number of people have been getling into
the habit of deerying the mining industry;
in fact no less a person than a gentleman
who stood for the Senate during the ve-
cent elections referred in very depreca-
tory terms to -the mining industry, and
even Sir Walter James, in his address to
the electors at Beverley, recently spoke of
the shrinkage in the gold vield. asif the
mining industry was ahout to become a
thing of the past. T helieve the mining
industry is in just as pood a position to-
day as it ever was.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan:
brighter future.

Hon. J. E. DODD: T am certain that-
the mining industry was never in a bhetter
position than it is to-day. A good many
people seem to think that beeanse the gold
veturn has dropped a little that the in.
dustry is going down. As far as the
country is concerned. it does not matter
whether the return of gold goes down or
not. as long as von are treating the ton-
nage. The more tonnage we get the
hetter it is for the countryv. and so it is
that the tonnage i8 inereasing, and fo my
mind the industry is still going ahead by
leaps and bounds. T believe also that pro-
per assistance should be granted to pros-
peetors, while with a reduetion in railway
freights, which T feel sure must come
about, the cost of living will be reduced
in the State. There is no question ahont
that. but to do so we must reduece the rail-
way freights, and when that is hrought
about, tozether with a reduetion in the

Tt never had a
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cost of living, there will be room for thou-
sands of men on the Kalgoorlie goldfields.
I have been over a good part of the coun-
try and I believe that in a iarge number
of the abandoned claims there will be
sufficient work for many thousands of
men, and more partieularly do I think
this will be the case in and around Cool-
gardie, bad as that place seems to be fo-
day. We are continnally being met with
the statement that the goldfields are going
down. The goldfields are part of West-
ern Australia and surely we have some
time for them as well as for the agrieul-
tural industry. As far as agriculture is
eoncerned, and giving it assistance, no one
will be more pleased than myself to do so,
and T believe that all the goldfields mem-
bers will do all they possibly can to aid
that industry. Speaking with regard to
the reduetion of the railway freights, T
believe that the incidence of taxation will
have to be altered, so that these redue-
tions may be brought about, and it will
have to be altered in the direction of in-
creasing the unimproved land values tax.
Until we bring abont a greater measuore of
land values taxation we shall never open
up the eountry as we should. We are
spending thousands of pounds in railway
eonsiruction and at the same time we are
inereasing land values everywhere. Why
then should we not take more of those
values 5o as to hring about the desired
reductions in railway freights, and in
other directions? TIf we were to do this,
instead of having 16,000 or 18,000 men
engaged in the mining industry, the num-
bers wounld be more like 30,000 or 40.000.
There are one or two other matters that I
desire to tonch upon. The first relates to
the franchise. Sir Edward Wittenoom
has stated that he cannot see that there is
any indication in the country that a re-
duction of the franchise is wanted. T
wish to say that if it is desired to retain
this House I think the best possible thing
to do is to reduce the franchise. Those
who are opposed to Unification, and who
are opposed to the reduetion of the fran-
chise, are, I am sure, those who are doing
their ntmost to bring about the abolition
of this Chamber. T think if we are going
to oppose Unification, or keep it away
from the cmintry, we must popularise

this Chamber. I am just as ardent an
opponent of Unifieation as any member
here. I do not believe in it for the rea-
son that I desire we should get all the
loeal government we ean; but those who
are trying to keep np the £25 qualifiea-
tion of this House are deing their utmost
in favour of a Unification policy. I do
hope during this session we shall at least
carry the measure which the Government
have foreshadowed. I also want fo say
that T am glad to see that it is proposed
to bring forward a Bill dealing with the
university. I am one of those who he-
lieve in free edueation right up to the
university stage, and if it is possible to
bring that about it will be in the hest
interesis of the country. I also wish to
state that T think the best possible build-
ing and grounds for a university wonld
be the present Government House.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: It is too small.

Hou. J. E. DODD: I am sorry that
the Government have not seen fit to in-
¢lude in their railway poliey that rail-
way which has been agitating the gold-
fields for many years past; I refer to
the Ksperapee railway. The Premier in
his speech at Bunbwry stated that the
desire of the Governmeni was to open
up all parts of the country, and to do alt
that was possible for Western Ausiralia.
How counid he say that when the Esper-
ance railway is not included in the meas-
ures which have heen referred to in the
Governor's Speech. I caunet see why
there should be so much opposition to
this railway. It may be that hon. mem-
bers think we are going to do some harm
to the capital, or to Fremantle, but I
cannot see where the harm is going to
come in. It has been said that the land
at Fsperanee is of no use, but the same
thing was said some years sgo about the
varions lands which have been opened up
sinee with such great suecess, and I have
also heard a similar expression used in
eonnection with the lands in Vietoria and
South Australia. If the land at Esper-
ance is anything like the lands in other
parts of the Commonwealth, T say that
we have a remarkable asset indeed therve,
and that if a raillway is huilt & new pro-
vince will be ereated. I cannot see the
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justification for nol building that line;
the cost would not be great and the land
might be described as a poor man’s coun-
try because it can be easily cleared and
cultivated, If the Governmeni had in-
cluded the construction of that line in
their policy, they would be looked upon
as a Goverunment who would be really
desirous of doing all they eould for the
advancement of Western Australia. I
do not think I have anything more to
say. 1 take it that during the debate on
the varions measures whieh have been
foreshadowed we shall have the oppor-
tunity of speaking azain. I represent
whal may be termed the Labour Party,
and I emphdsise that I will do all I can
to assist in every way in opening up all
industries, whether they be mining, agri-
eultural, or any other.
Ron. R. D. McKENZIE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned Ll
to-morrou.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
time to-morrow?

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE: Four o'clock.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: I
wonld like to point out that to-morrvow
afternoon there is a rather interesting
funetion at the Agricultural Show
Grounds, namely, the horse parade, and
a good many of us would like to be there.
Why not move that the debate be ad-
journed until the evening ¢ ILet some
of us who like to have a little edn-
eation in these matters visit that show.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: I am quite
agreeable to alter the hour to 7.30.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Al-
though I will leave it entirely to mem-
bers, I do not think it is desirable that
the House shounld adjourn until 7.30. If
we adjonrn at all we should adjourn
over to-morrow.

The PRESIDENT: The question is
that the debate be adjonrned, not that the
House be adjourned.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1In
any ease we must meet to-morrow to pass
the Supply Bill

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: With regard
to the snggestion made by Sir Edward
Wittenoom, I think that whatever ar-
rangement might be come to in the matter

‘What

of an adjournment, it should wot pre-
venl us trom finishing the debate on the
Address-in-Reply this week. | under-
stand dt is the intention of the (‘olonial
Secretary then to ask for an extended ad-
journmenl. 1 would suggest. therefure,
that the adjonrnment he fxed for a time
which will make it certain that we will
finish the debate this week. I will sup-
port the proposal that we should adjourn
uniil 7.30 to-morrow.

The (‘olonial Secretary: That will not
he convenient to a number of members.

Hon. R. ). MeKENZIE: T will alter
my motion to read:—-

That the debate be edjourned to the
next sitting of the House.

Houn, J. F. CULLEN: Why are we
adjourning so early, and why should not
the debate be gone on with to-nightd
I want to say to the leader of this Honse
that it would save a lot of time if the
business of this House were more con-
centrated. It is not so very serious for
City members as it is for country mem-
bers to leave important work and spend
an hour, or an hour and a half in the
House and then adjourn, and again an
hour or an hour and a half, and again
adjourn. It is a wastefnl arrangement,
and I would like the leader of the House
to bear this in mind, that he should con-
centrate the work of the session as much
as possible. I cannot see why this de-
bate shonld not be gone on with to-night.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
can vote against the motion.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: In view of
the feeling expressed by hon. members
T ask leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

(Sitting suspended from 6.20 to 7.30
p.m.)

On motion by Hon. W. Patrick debate
adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,053.875.
Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and read a first time.

House adjourned at 7.32 p.m.



